Secular trends in prevalence and concentration of pulmonary asbestos bodies--1940 to 1972. A necropsy study.
This study was designed to inquire into changes in the prevalence and concentration of asbestos bodies in the lungs of the necropsy population in Sinai Hospital of Baltimore during a 33-year period, 1940 to 1972. A tissue digestion technique was used to extract and quantitate asbestos bodies not only in fresh samples of pulmonary tissue but also in older fixed and blocked samples. A significant increase in the proportion of lungs containing asbestos bodies was found in the later years, as well as an increase in the concentration of asbestos bodies in lungs of the older age groups. Currently, 91.1%of this necropsy population in Baltimore harbor asbestos bodies in their lungs. The biologic importance of this increase is uncertain and speculative.